
Provisions of the Bill: 

Section 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, 
Section, 69-3-108, is amended by adding the 
following language as a new, appropriate 
designated subsection: 

Under no circumstance shall the 
Commissioner issue or renew a permit, 
certification or variance that would allow: 

(1) Surface coal operation, or resulting 
waste, fill or in-stream treatment within 
one hundred feet (100’) of any waters of 
the state; provided, however, that a 
permit, certification, or variance may be 
issued or renewed for operations to 
improve the quality of streams previously 
disturbed by mining; or 

(2) Surface coal mining operation to alter or 
disturb any ridge line that is above two 
thousand feet (2,000’) elevation above 
sea level, such elevation being 
determined using the most current edition 
of the United States Forest Services’ 
publication, Ecological Subregions of the 
United States. This subsection does not 
prohibit any otherwise allowable surface 
coal mining above two thousand feet 
(2,000’) elevation above sea level that 
does not alter or disturb a ridgeline. 

(3) The requirements of this subsection do 
not apply to surface coal mining activities 
that are only incidental to underground 
mining if the Commissioner determines 
that surface disturbance and effect is 
limited to that required to conduct legal 
underground mining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Tennessee Christians support a 
mountain top removal ban as a stewardship 
action. LEAF encourages your thoughtful, 
prayerful response.  

For more information about LEAF and   
Tennessee Scenic Vistas protection act go 
to www.tnleaf.org.  

 
We hope you will join our e-mail list and 
help us protect Tennessee’s mountains. 
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The Earth is the Lord’s,  
and all that is in it, the world,  

and those who live in it. 
Psalm 24:1 



The Tennessee Scenic Vistas 
Protection Act is a bill to stop mountain 
top removal coal mining in Tennessee. 
This legislative effort is lead by LEAF, a 
Christian Creation Care group founded in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. 

 
Mountain top removal coal mining (MTR), 
also known as cross ridge mining, is a 
rapidly expanding practice currently used 
in Claiborne, Campbell and Scott counties 
and headed to Anderson, Fentress and 
Morgan counties as well. MTR blasts off 
up to 1000 feet from a mountain to get to 
seams of coal within. It is the most radical 
and destructive mining method known.   

As gifts of God, our Creator, mountains 
inspire wonder, awe and gratitude. 
Christians are called to stewardship of 
this Creation. Stewardship doesn’t mean 
land shouldn’t be used. It does mean, 
however, that land should be used wisely, 
and in ways that allow for future uses and 
continued employment for future 
generations. 

LEAF is concerned about the impact 
MTR has on those who live in mountain 
communities. Blasting noise, dust, 
speeding coal trucks, fly rock, flooding 
and ruined wells have devastated 
communities in Kentucky and West 
Virginia. Destroying communities is not 
“loving our neighbors as ourselves.”  

 

 To address concerns you may have, 
LEAF offers the following facts: 

• Will limitations on coal mining 
increase my power rates? 
 

Tennessee currently produces less than 
.2% of America’s coal. Half of that 
amount is produced by underground 
mining, and most of the rest by 
traditional surface mining, not MTR. 
Wyoming is America’s largest coal 
producer because mining conditions are 
so favorable there.  Even with 
transportation costs, Wyoming coal is 
about the same price as Tennessee 
coal. There is no shortage of coal in 
Wyoming. Loss of one method of mining 
in Tennessee will not impact power 
rates. 
 

• Will limitations on coal mining put 
Tennessee miners out of work? 
 

Surface coal mining in Tennessee 
employs only 327 people. Most of those 
are employed in traditional surface 
mines, not MTR. MTR is the least labor 
intensive way to mine coal. Requiring 
less destructive methods will employ 
more miners, and will protect 
Tennessee’s 177,000 tourism jobs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• How good is reclamation? Can 
they really make the land good 
as new?   

 
In Tennessee, mining companies are 
required to pile the soil back on the 
flattened site, grade it and plant grass. 
After “successful” reclamation, 
mountains look like interstate medians.  
Reclaimed land lacks the streams, 
topsoil and foliage to support healthy 
human and animal life. The underlying 
systems that replenish water tables 
and prevent flooding are lost, so 
drinking water suffers. Only God can 
make a mountain. 
 

• Without MTR, can old strip 
mining sites still be reclaimed by 
remining?  
 

Remining can correct old sins, but it 
can also make damage worse. This bill 
does not limit remining if remining will 
improve water quality.  
 

• Will Tennessee lose its coal 
mining industry and heritage? 
 

MTR has been practiced in Tennessee 
for less than ten years.  Most coal 
mining in Tennessee is not MTR.    
There is no reason why coal mining, 
practiced responsibly, cannot coexist 
with our mountains. 


